
Sponsorship Opportunities

North Alabama’s Premier BBQ Cook-o�.  Traditionally held during the 
�rst weekend in May, WhistleStop is a unique and exciting community 
gathering.  Since 2001, nearly 500,000 attendees and BBQ cooks have 

converged creating an incredibly diverse socioeconomic audience.  
True community spirit combined with great food, live music, good 

friends and a “little” competition have helped create this 
award-winning two day event.

  Serving as the principle fundraising event for the EarlyWorks Family 
of Museums, the Festival’s proceeds support the expansion of  the 

Museum’s STEM education initiative.

John Hunt Park

Cook-Off

August 13-15, 2021 STEM 1Cookin’ for



During the past 21 years that 
EarlyWorks has existed, our 
community, particularly the 
Huntsville area, has experi-
enced unprecedented 
economic and industry 
growth.  With this growth, the 
community’s educational needs 
are evolving.  The introduction of new 
high-tech industry to the region is requiring the recruit-
ment, development and the sustainment of a high-
ly-trained, highly-quali�ed workforce.  While recruit-
ment will help to satisfy the immediate need (3-5 years) 
for quali�ed workers, it is the long-term (15+ years) 
sustainability of the workforce that will o�er ongoing 
challenges for our expanding community.

Our Growing Community A Community Partner
For more than two decades, 
guided by the mantra: 

“Tell me and I’ll forget.  
Show me and I’ll remember.  
Involve me and I will understand.”   
The EarlyWorks Children’s Museum has served the 
Tennessee Valley region, providing informal hands-on 
educational opportunities for school-based groups and 
individual families with young children.  Originally 
designed with the assistance of professional educators 
to be a counterpart to the formal education o�ered in 
the classroom, EarlyWorks has evolved into a community 
asset that not only serves school groups, but also thou-
sands of families that call North Alabama home.  Amidst 
the vibrant growth of downtown Huntsville, EarlyWorks 
annually attracts more than 40,000 guests.  As the city’s 
core and population continues to evolve, so does the 
community’s need for a relevant and accessible 
children’s museum.  EarlyWorks ful�lls that need and will 
continue to do so.

Please contact us to discuss how you can be part of WhistleStop Weekend and 
help EarlyWorks expand for our community!

Contact Bart Williams:  256-337-6014  or bart.williams@huntsvilleal.gov 2



An exciting e�ort is a-foot!  EarlyWorks recognizes that the 
development of STEM-based concepts begins at a very 
young age, however there is a lack of speci�cally designed 
experiences to foster these skills for children 0-8 years old.  
The EarlyWorks Children’s Museum is poised to help 
“bridge the gap.” EarlyWorks seeks to create a one of a kind 
museum-based experience that will provide informal 
hands-on STEM experiences for the youngest learners in 
our North Alabama community.  Imagine a state of the art, 
professionally designed exhibit space that is open and 
welcoming to all that approach.  In the center of this space, 
children are busy, in a lab-like setting, tinkering and 
creating.  Adults guide the children as they interact with 
high-tech tools, such as 3D printers, laser cutters and 
robotics. Open-ended imagining, testing, and problem 
solving are at the core of the children’s e�orts.  
Surrounding this high-tech maker space, other children 
are busy interacting with exhibits that introduce them to 
technologies they will certainly encounter as they reach 
the later years of their education and begin to make 
decisions that will impact their career paths.  These 
high-tech exhibits are relevant to our North Alabama 
community and include “real” 
examples of the technical
 industries and advanced 
manufacturing that exist 
within the Tennessee Valley.  

Innovating for our Community –
The Expansion of the 
EarlyWorks Children’s Museum

An Opportunity for 
Our Community & EarlyWorks
With the need for development and sustain-
ment of a high-tech workforce in mind, our 
community needs to embrace all e�orts to 
incorporate rigorous STEM education into 

every level of a child’s development, includ-
ing the preschool years.  Most of the current 

work in STEM education has focused on 
older children, generally beginning in late 

elementary or middle school.  Even though 
research shows that brain development is 

most robust in a child’s �rst �ve years. Most 
early educational experiences lack develop-

mentally-appropriate STEM experiences, 
creating a learning “gap.” Research tells us 
that children’s early experience builds brain 

architecture and lays the foundation for 
one’s lifelong thinking and approach to 

learning, both critical roots to future STEM 
success.  Further, educational experiences 

that teach children to think creatively, and to 
e�ectively communicate ideas matter, and 

directly support the development of the 
core competencies of literacy and mathe-

matics for students through 3rd grade.  

At the present, there is a great need and 
opportunity to strengthen informal learning 

experiences by bringing age-appropriate, 
challenging, creative and content-rich STEM 

learning to our youngest learners.
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2021 WhistleStop Sponsorships2021 WhistleStop Sponsorships
at John Hunt Park - August 13-15, 2021at John Hunt Park - August 13-15, 2021

Iden�fied as
“Presen�ng Sponsor”

on ALL appropriate 
signage and materials

Naming rights to 
Main Stage

Naming rights to one 
major Fes�val element. 

(see list below)

Naming rights to one 
auxiliary Fes�val element.                                     

(see list below)

Op�on for one (1)
Free registra�on for  
BBQ cooking team

(Including expanded cook site)

logo Inclusion 
Fes�val visitor map

Iden�fied & linked on 
Fes�val web site 

Logo inclusion on all 
 on-site Fes�val Signage 

Wristband access to 
Sponsor Hospitality Area

 Complementary 
2-Day general admission 

passes to Fes�val
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Logo inclusion on 
“STEM  Innova�on Circle”

 Sponsor signage at
EarlyWorks Museum
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Presen�ng/Title
Sponsor 
$15,000+

Main Stage 
Sponsor  

$10,000+

Whole Hog 
Sponsor
 $7,500+

Boss Hog   
Sponsor
$5,000+

Pit Master 
Sponsor
$3,000+

BBQ Booster 
Sponsor
$2,500+

BBQ Patron 
Sponsor
$1,500+

This sponsorship chart should be considered as a star�ng point for selec�ng your organiza�ons 
level of involvement.  If you need addi�onal elements added to your sponsorship, in order to 

meet the needs of your organiza�on, we are ready to help you customize a sponsorship package.

The Shadetree Competition
The KCBS Competition

Entrance Gates (2)
The People’s Choice Competition
The Wing Thing Competition
Printed Visitor Map
Volunteer T-shirts

Major Festival Elements

Auxiliary Festival Elements

New for 2021
The Sponsor Hospitality Area - Sponsors will have 
exclusive access to food, drink and restroom facilities.

STEM Innovation Circle sponsor signage at EarlyWorks - 
This benefit includes recognition of your organization at the 
EarlyWorks Children’s Museum on a new donor board 
recognizing all the partners that helped create new 
STEM exhibits. 4
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